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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office Building stands on the southeast corner of Pershing
and South Mechanic Streets in Cumberland, Allegany County.

The building is a three story neo-classical masonry structure with
flate pilasters on the second and third stories and a rusticated
first floor serving as a base. The structure has ten windows along the
Peréhing Street side (the principal facade) and six along Mechanic Street.
The windows are metal casement-type. The two entrances have wide stone
frames with entabulatures. The corner stone is in the northwest cormer.
Each entrance on Pershing Street is flanked by a pair of multiple-light
standards set at the foot of the steps. The interior of the building
is classical in decorative treatment.

The building is structurally sound and basically unaltered from

the original condition.
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0O Arn Architecture [ Secial/Human-
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[ Conservation O Music {3 Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1932, the Post Office Building in Cumberland is represen-
tative of the neo-classical revival form of architecture employed for
government buildings in the first half of the twentieth century. It
is basically an undistinguished block with low relief pilasters, cormice,
roof balustrade, and door:framing in the classiéal manner.

Robert Holt Hitchins is identified on the cornerstone as the archi-
tect. Hitchins, who practiced in Cumberland,also designed the Beall

High School in Frostburg, a modernistic structure erected about 19L1.
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{OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, MD.
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Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Site Survey
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Tri-County Council for Western Maryland, Inc.
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Cumberland

STATE

73

~Jgtate Liaison Officer Review:

Maryland

(Office Use Only)
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. Cumberland, Maryland Site #: A1-IV-031
Allegany County United State Post Office
Tax Map 29 (1972) Pershing Street at South

scale: 1*=100" Mechanic Street
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